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UM SCHOOL OF FORESTRY HOSTS FOREST CERTIFICATION EXPERT 
MISSOULA—
Certification of forest management practices is an emerging international trend. Through 
certification, consumers are given the opportunity to influence how forests are managed through the 
products they purchase. Certification has developed in response to increasing recognition that market 
behavior and consumers can influence the management and use of natural resources.
In an effort to increase forest certification education, The University of Montana School of 
Forestry is hosting Robert S. Seymour, a professor at the University of Maine, who will give a 
lecture titled “Forest Certification: Lessons From Practical Experience in Eastern North America.” 
The presentation is part of the 1997-98 Plum Creek Lecture Series. The talk will be held on 
Monday, May 4, at 5 p.m. in Room 304 of UM’s Journalism Building.
Certification involves assessing forest management practices against performance indicators 
of specified social, ecological or economic standards. Over the past decade, interest in certification 
has expanded dramatically, with some forest products-companies and government agencies in the 
United States becoming “green” certified. Additionally, several national governments are reportedly 
considering using certification as a criterion for limiting imports of forest products.
Although the idea of certification is relatively new in the northern Rocky Mountains,
Seymour will describe the certification process and share his experiences with certification in the 
East.
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Seymour, the Curtis Hutchins Professor of Forest Resources at the University of Maine’s 
College of Forest Resources, has been involved in a variety of certification projects, including the 
certification of the first forest-products company in eastern North America, the Seven Islands 
Company, which involved one million acres: He also helped certify Pennsylvania’s state forests, 
involving 1.2 million acres, and Wisconsin’s Menominee Tribal Enterprises, involving about 
200,000 acres.
Seymour can be reached at (207) 581-2860 through April 28. On May 1 he will start working 
for UM’s School of Forestry.
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